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James 
Livingston 
The History Department 
of the University of 
Northern Iowa is proud to 
welcome Dr. James Livingston, 
Organization of American 
Historians Distinguished Lecturer 
and Professor of History at 
Rutgers University. 
His wide-ranging scholarship has 
included work on economic, social, and cultural history. His 
many books include Origins of the Federal Reserve System: 
Money, Class, and Corporate Capitalism (1986); The World 
Turned Inside Out: American Thought and Culture at the End 
of the 20th Century (2009); and Against Thrift: Why Consumer 
Culture is Good for the Economy, the Environment, and Your 
Soul (2011). 
His most recent book is No More Work: Why Full Employment 
is a Bad Idea (2016). 
He has written for numerous periodicals, including the 
American Historical Review, Social Text, the History News 
Network, Wired, Jacobin, Dissent, the New York Times, the 
Los Angeles Times, and the Christian Science Monitor. In 
addition, he maintains a blog, "Politics and Letters," where he 
reflects on history, social theory, and current events. 
A Tribute to Carl L. Becker 
(1873-1945) 
The University of Northern Iowa Department of History and UNT's chapter of 
Phi Alpha Theta welcome you to the annual Carl L. Becker Memorial Lecture in 
History. The lecture has been named in honor of a man who was, perhaps, the most 
distinguished scholar and teacher to emerge from Iowa. 
Becker, born near Reinbeck, received his Ph.D. in 1907, from the University of 
Wisconsin. From 1902-1941 he taught at various universities in the Midwest and 
East, the last being Cornell University in New York. 
It was as a progressive thinker that Becker became an internationally-recognized 
figure. He believed that the historian writes in the present, always with one eye on the 
past and the other on the future. History then can be used to improve human relations. 
This type of thinking gave history a purpose and was responsible for the still popular 
idea that historians, armed with knowledge of the past, can better respond to problems 
of the present. 
Becker's thoughts on mechanical power also are indicative of his progressive 
thinking. He was concerned that humanity not become slave to weapons of 
mechanical power for fear we might, in the end, destroy ourselves. Becker expressed 
these concerns in the decade before the atom bomb was dropped over Hiroshima. 
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